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CONTACT INFORMATION
JUNIOR YEAR IN MUNICH CONTACT PERSON (Detroit Office)

If you have questions or problems of any kind relating to the program, contact Louise Speed in the Junior Year Office (313-577-4605) before seeking information from any other Wayne State department:

Louise Speed




(313) 577-4605 (phone)

Junior Year in Munich



(313) 577-3266 (fax)

471 Manoogian Hall 



l.speed@wayne.edu

Wayne State University

Detroit, MI 48202

Be sure to give this information to your parents.  Billing, admissions, registration, financial aid--everything concerning program administration--is handled in this office and no other office on campus will be able to help you.   Unless you are a Wayne State University student, do not pay any tuition bill that you may receive from Wayne State's Accounts Receivable office since the Junior Year office handles all program billing.  When in doubt about anything, contact the Junior Year office first.

Please do not attempt to contact the University of Munich (LMU) directly because they will have no record of you.  The JYM is responsible for your matriculation and registration at the LMU.

RESIDENT DIRECTOR and STAFF (Munich Office)

Our resident director in Munich is Professor Hans-Peter Söder.  Dr. Söder has a Ph.D. from Cornell University and is thoroughly familiar with both the U.S. and German university systems.  He brings considerable experience and his own special talents to this important position, and we are sure you will enjoy working with him during the coming semester.  We urge you to feel free to talk with him at any time if you need academic or personal help.  Our Administrative Co-ordinator in Munich is Ms. Sommer Sherritt—she will be your first point of contact for all things in Munich.   Please be sure that your parents have these names and the telephone information on page 14.

WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY PIPELINE SYSTEM

As a JYM student, you will be admitted as a guest student and registered for 15 credit hours at Wayne State University.  Once our Admissions Office has admitted the JYM student group, we will send you your student number, your Access ID and your password so that you can access the WSU Pipeline system.  The Pipeline system lets you do the following:

· Print an enrollment verification statement for insurers and suchlike

· View your Bill/Account Summary

· Link to the Online Payment system (see below)

· Access your Student Loan information, and Accept/Decline loan awards (see below)

· Access your WSU email (probably only necessary if you are applying for a loan, see below).  The JYM will always use the email address you provide us)

· Order official transcripts after your JYM

PAYMENTS, FINANCIAL AID, LOANS
For payment information, please refer to the program costs and billing information sheets included in your acceptance packet.  You can make payments by check or online.  Your ID and password for making online payments will be sent to you with your Pipeline information.   Note that the IDs and passwords are different for Pipeline and Online Payments.

If you are applying for a Student Loan, an Alternative Loan, or a PLUS Loan, indicating Wayne State University as the school you are attending, you must access your Pipeline account and Wayne State email (see above).  All financial aid communications are done through email and on Pipeline, including award information and the Accept/Decline process.  You will not be sent anything through the mail.
For full Financial Aid information please refer to the JYM website.

DOCUMENTATION REQUIRED BY THE DETROIT OFFICE

Please meet the deadlines on your Checklist.  The due dates are especially important because they have been set up to coincide with University of Munich deadlines for matriculation.

Please send all documentation, payments, and address all inquiries to the address above.

TWO OFFICIAL COPIES OF YOUR TRANSCRIPT  Due by June 1st (or as soon as available).

These transcripts are submitted to the University of Munich with your admission papers.  Student copies are not acceptable.  We must have two official copies of your transcript from each college you have attended showing grades for all course work completed to date.  The transcript sent with your application is not adequate since it does not show second semester grades for this academic year.   

Your transcript must verify that you have completed two years of college level German or the equivalent in order for you to be matriculated at the University.  If you are taking coursework this summer in order to meet  the German language requirement, please notify this office now so that special arrangements can be made for your matriculation in Munich. Do not delay the sending of the two transcripts we need by June 1st that will show all coursework to date if you are taking summer courses.  We will forward these transcripts to Munich, and alert them that a second set of transcripts will be coming that will show summer courses and grades.

If your transcript shows more than two academic courses taken on a Pass/Fail or CR/NCr basis, you must submit to this office written evaluations of your work in these courses.  Very often these are on file in your Registrar's Office.  If not, you will have to contact your instructors personally and have them write an evaluation for you.  

APPLICATION FOR RESIDENCY PERMIT.   Please send to this office by June 1st.  Please use the German system of writing dates (day/month/year) throughout the Application to avoid confusion.  The passport information is very important: if your passport expires before September 2007, apply for a new one now (see page 7) because your Residency Permit will only be valid as long as your passport is valid. If you don't have your passport by June 1st, return the Application form leaving that section blank (i.e. don't write all over the form), and send us the three copies of your passport as soon as you receive it. 

ADMISSION FORM FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF MUNICH (Antrag auf Zulassung zum Studium)  This form is enclosed with this bulletin together with line-by-line instructions.  Please fill it out carefully according to the instructions and return it to the Detroit office by June 1st.

3 PHOTOCOPIES OF YOUR PASSPORT   These copies are used for your Residency Permit application and a couple of other things.  Please copy the first page and send the copies to the Detroit office by June 1st.  

IMPORTANT:  Please note that while your residency permit is being processed, you will not have your passport.  For this reason, do not arrange any travel outside Germany during the first three weeks of the Orientation period.

PHOTOS.   Eight 2” x 2” photos need to be sent to the Detroit office, one of which should be attached to the Antrag form.   A lot of bureaucratic work is done for you ahead of your arrival, and German bureaucracy needs a photo for everything;  the photos are used for your transportation pass, your residency permit, your student University I.D. card, your health insurance, etc. The photos must be “real” photographs, professionally done or from a booth or Kodak machine (see below), or from your digital camera printed on to photo paper.  They cannot be photocopies or scans, and your face must make up most of the frame.  Check out the CVS Pharmacy Kodak machines where you can get a slew of passport photos for $7.99.

PERMANENT U.S. ADDRESS and ADDRESS CHANGES

If you have not given us a U.S. address where we will be able to contact you after your return from Germany, please send this to us.   If your home address changes during the year you are in Munich, please notify the Detroit Office.  We will be sending you one or two items (eg. security deposit refund) after your return and will send these to the address on your original application form unless you notify us of any changes.

DOCUMENTATION FOR PERSONAL USE

PASSPORT

You must have a valid passport to travel abroad.  If your current passport expires before September, 2007,  APPLY FOR A NEW ONE NOW.  Your residency permit, which you will obtain in Germany, is only valid for the length of time that your passport is valid.  If your passport and residency permit expire while you are in Germany, the residency permit can be difficult to renew.

Passport applications (Form DSP-11, or DSP-82 for renewal applications) may be obtained from local passport agencies, e.g many Post Offices, most travel agencies, Federal Court Clerk, or the Passport Division, Department of State, Washington, DC.   Applications can also be downloaded from the State Department Web Site: travel.state.gov   U.S. passports are issued for 10 years and cost $97;  renewals cost $67.  You will need two identical passport pictures (2" square, professionally done), a check, money order, or credit card for the appropriate amount, a certified copy of your birth certificate, and one other piece of identification, such as a driver's license.  First-time applications must be presented in person at a passport agency;  the State Department website allows you to search by zip code for a list of locations nearest you where you can submit your application.  Don't sign the form in advance because you need to do this in front of the agency official.  If your passport agent requests your address in Europe, use the JYM office address given below:

c/o Junior Year in Munich

Richard-Wagner-Strasse 27

80333 Munich, Germany

You should plan on at least four to six weeks processing time.  As soon as you obtain your passport, please send us the 3 copies, as indicated on your Checklist.

TIP:   The State Department Web Site (travel.state.gov) has a lot of other useful information on passports as well as Travel, Living Overseas, Safety Abroad, etc.
TIP:   We strongly suggest that you make a couple of copies of the first page of your passport for yourself—you have to make three for us anyway (see Checklist).  Leave one at home with a parent or friend, and take one with you--but keep it in a place separate from your passport.  If your passport should be lost or stolen, it is much easier to get a new one with the information on the copy of the old one.
VISAS/RESIDENCY PERMIT
 U.S. citizens do not need a visa to travel to Germany and no innoculations of any kind are required.  Your U.S. passport allows you to enter Germany and stay up to 3 months;  the JYM will arrange for all students to obtain a German residency permit after you check in with the Program.    Please note that it may take about 2-3 weeks to receive your Permit through the JYM, during which time you will not have your passport, so you should not arrange to travel outside Germany during the first part of Orientation.
NON-U.S. CITIZENS 
Non-U.S. citizens, including Permanent Residents ("Green Card" holders) are responsible for obtaining all necessary documentation to enter Germany, specifically an entry visa and/or a temporary residency permit in the form of a visa.  Since there are different regulations depending on your country of citizenship, it is your responsibility to determine what documentation you will need.  No third party, including the Junior Year program, can do this for you.  Contact the nearest Consulate of the Federal Republic of Germany and take or send your letter of acceptance to the Program, and a copy of the Program brochure is sometimes helpful also. You should start this process immediately because it can take several months. Do not indicate that you will be attending the "University of Munich," but rather "Wayne State University's Junior Year in Munich."  You will be registered at Wayne State for your semester in Germany, and we are responsible for your admission and registration at the University of Munich.  After your arrival in Munich, our office will assist you, along with all other students, with obtaining a residency permit to cover the duration of your stay, but you must arrange for your own visa to enter Germany ahead of time.  You can find more information on this on the Germany Embassy website:  www.germany.info (click on Information Services, then Consular Services).
GERMAN CITIZENS   

Male students who are German citizens should be aware that Germany still has compulsory military service and the German government reserves the right to enforce this requirement.  Any male student under 26 holding a German passport will called for military duty within a few months of his arrival in Germany.  Exceptions may be obtained under special circumstances, but the Junior Year program is not responsible for obtaining an exception for you nor for any consequences in this regard.  Therefore, if you are a German citizen or hold dual citizenship for both the U.S. and Germany (i.e. you also hold both German and U.S. passports), we recommend that you contact the nearest German Consulate or Embassy to discuss your situation with an official prior to your arrival in Germany.  In the past, students have been able to obtain exceptions from the Munich Kreiswehrersatzamt after their arrival in Munich and after receiving their draft notices from the military.  They have submitted statements indicating that their stay in Germany is only a temporary and brief one to attend the JYM, and that their permanent place of residence is in the United States where they are studying and preparing for professional lives.  However, each case is handled on an individual basis by the Kreiswehrersatzamt, and the Junior Year in Munich cannot guarantee that future cases will be decided in the same way.

DUAL CITIZENSHIP

If you hold dual citizenship for the U.S. and Germany (or other EU country), please state only your U.S. citizenship on the university form (“Antrag”) to avoid any confusion  at the University of Munich's Admission Office.  However, you should list both citizenships on any other forms.  Be sure to bring both passports with you and make sure they are both valid until at least September 2007.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT IDENTITY CARD/ YOUTH HOSTEL CARDS

Students will be issued a Student I.D. card from the University of Munich after their matriculation which is more useful in Germany than the ISIC.  However, if you will be leaving for Germany early, or will be travelling independently from the group flight, the ISIC card is useful for many student discounts and services, including special low student airfares; discounts on tours, museums, transportation, etc.; sickness and accident insurance while travelling outside the U.S. (including $10,000 in emergency medical evacuation services); and traveller's assistance hotline for emergencies (a toll-free number offering a multilingual staff ready to help in any medical, legal or financial emergency overseas).   If you would like one and the International Student Services office at your home institution does not make these available, you can order one online at:   www.isicus.com

Youth hostel membership and cards can be purchased through Hosteling International, www.hiusa.org.  These are very useful if you intend to travel during your stay in Germany.  They can also be purchased easily in Munich.

EURAILPASS/STUDENT RAILPASS

Eurailpasses of any kind must be purchased in the U.S., and may be obtained at any travel agency or ordered online from www.raileurope.com.  There are a number of different rail pass options available depending on your travel needs and your age. In most cases, however, we recommend waiting until you get to Germany to get a pass because there is usually no way to know in advance when you will be travelling during the year.   Someone at home can purchase a pass for you and forward it to Germany.

If you do not wish to purchase a travel pass until the semester break, you should also investigate Interrail, the equivalent for German students, once you are in Germany.  Past  students report that the cost and benefits can be more advantageous than Eurail.  Also, the fact that you can purchase this travel pass in Germany may make it more convenient.  

Ride-sharing is also a popular method for travelling in Germany, and there are a number of  student-sponsored organizations which  arrange this.

TIP:  In addition to Interrail, the German rail system Deutsche Bahn offers a number of other rail pass options for students.  Check out their Web site at:  http://www.bahn.de
HOUSING and FACILITIES

Dormitory Room Assignments

The Junior Year in Munich leases rooms in the University Studentenstadt (student village) which is a campus of dormitory buildings of various sizes.  The Studentenstadt is about 10 minutes by U-Bahn from the University, and about 30-40 minutes from the JYM office and classrooms.  By bike, it takes about 20 minutes to the JYM and 10 minutes to the University.  All room assignments are made by the Munich office, not Detroit, and you will learn your dormitory address upon your arrival in Germany.  The Detroit office does not receive this information in advance.

The rooms themselves are small efficiency apartments: a single unit for one person that has its own bathroom, cooking facility, sink for washing dishes, refrigerator, and Ethernet connection. Each floor usually has a community room which contains an oven, a TV, and similar items.  Students usually prepare their own meals in the evening and although students cook in their own room, it is normal practice to bring breakfast, lunch, dinner, coffee and tea into the community room, to eat together with their floormates.  
Students will most likely need to purchase some basic kitchenware and other supplies for their rooms.  Very reasonably priced items can be bought at the local flea markets, or stores like Woolworth's, which is usually more cost-effective than bringing these types of items with you.  The JYM Office also coordinates a “Stuff for Sale” e-mail bazaar, whereby the current students in Munich auction off their “Stuff” to the incoming students.  This can save some time and money, although you should bear in mind that the “stuff” will be at least second hand.  You will receive information about this by email from the Detroit Office in the coming weeks.
Students most often eat lunch at one of the two Mensas, the student cafeterias, which are centrally located at the University.  The Mensa offers lunch (good, hearty German food!) at specified hours on weekdays at extremely  reasonable rates (€3-4).  The Mensa does not offer dinner, however.

BEDLINEN / TOWELS

The Junior Year in Munich office will provide you with a set of linen consisting of one flat sheet, one Bettbezug, and one pillow case. A Bettbezug is similar to a comforter/duvet cover which you stuff your blankets into. The linen, as well as blankets and pillows, is purchased for you ahead of time and is in your room upon arrival.   These items belong to the Studentenwerk and must be left in the room when you vacate the dorms at the end of the year.

Towels are not provided, so bring at least one towel and washcloth.  Additional towels and/or linen can be purchased reasonably in Munich at a local Woolworth store.

DORMITORY DEPOSIT

Your monthly rent is included in the Program Fee, but you are required to pay a €150 refundable security deposit to the Studentenwerk (dormitory authority). This deposit covers any damage done to your dormitory room while you are the legal occupant.  This payment is due the first week after arrival in Munich (see "Money Matters," page 12.)  The entire amount of the deposit will be refunded to you after the end of the year, usually November/December, provided the room is left clean and without damages.  You will be asked to complete an inventory of the condition of your room when you arrive.  Be sure to take this seriously so that you will not be assessed for damages for which you are not responsible.

MAIL, PHONES and E-MAIL

(Please let your parents and friends know this information also)

MAIL

Your permanent address in Germany, which should be used all year, is:

Your Name

c/o Junior Year in Munich

Richard-Wagner-Strasse 27

80333 Munich, Germany

(Students will learn their dormitory addresses after their arrival in Germany.)

Letters should be sent to you by airmail which takes 4 to 10 days to arrive.  German postal regulations forbid the mailing of cash in letters.  

It is recommended that important items be sent to you in care of the Junior Year office via Federal Express or regular airmail rather than by Registered airmail which has to be picked up at a special postal office by the student.  Parents should be careful not to send any items which require a signature upon delivery to the JY office during periods when the office is closed and there would not be anyone there to sign for it,  for example during the two week Christmas break and the Berlin trip in March.  All students will be notified in advance about office closings.

Small packages can be sent to you by airmail in padded mailers (“Jiffy bags”) through the U.S. Postal Service.  At the Post Office ask for the "Airmail Small Packet" rate, or they'll charge you the per-ounce letter rate.  It is necessary to fill out a customs declaration slip indicating the contents of anything larger than a regular letter.  A recent parent highly recommends the USPS "Global Priority" service for non-valuable items which charges a flat fee in two envelope sizes ($5.25 and $9.50) into which you can stuff as much as you can. Whichever method is used, remember to always mark "GIFT" on the customs form and keep the value less than $50.00.

IMPORTANT TIP:  Parents and friends should be aware when sending packages that gifts which have a stated value, or insured value, of more than €45 ($50) are subject to a €15 “processing fee” PLUS import duty of about 30% of the package’s value by the European customs offices.  The duty on such packages can be well in excess of the value of the contents.
The express mail services such as Federal Express and UPS also deliver directly, and are excellent, if expensive, alternatives to USPS Registered Mail and parcel post, particularly for checks or documents.  For other types of contents however, parents and friends must remember to check  “Bill sender” on the Waybill for payment of any duty and taxes levied on the contents.  The express mail service pays customs duty on your behalf and will send a bill for these charges, sometimes months later.  The JYM will not pay these charges for you.  

Larger packages and parcels are most economically sent by surface parcel post through the USPS and it is best to send them to the JYM office address. The weight may not exceed 44 pounds, and the combined length + girth may not exceed 72 inches.  Check with your local Post Office for information on current rates and regulations.  These packages are sent by ship, and take 4 to 6 weeks to arrive in Germany.  Use a very strong box and pack everything very tightly, and it is wise to enclose a completed address label inside also.  Be sure to fill out and attach the customs form (the Post Office should give this to you--don't let them forget) or your package will be returned without notice.  Packages of greater value, and anything sent Registered Mail, have to be picked up at the Paketamt which is quite a trek, so don't have parents/friends send too many of them!

Do not send computers, CD-players, or any electronic type of equipment through the mail—the surcharges are prohibitive, and the customs hassles impossible (this according to a student last year who learned "the hard way.")

IMPORTANT:  Medicines or prescription drugs can NOT be sent through the mail.  See also "Health and Health Insurance."   Certain foodstuffs such as dairy products, including dry products like Macaroni & Cheese, any type of meat, and fresh produce are also prohibited, so if in any doubt check with the Post Office first.
PHONES / CELL PHONES / PHONING / E-MAIL

Land lines:  Students can have private telephones installed in their rooms for approximately €50 plus a €10 monthly fee plus the cost of individual calls.  You should expect a waiting period of several weeks to have a phone line activated.   There are many calling card and “prefix” plans (like our 10-10 numbers) available that make it cheap to call the U.S.  However, it is a bit of a hassle to have a phone installed and requires that you open a bank account for the bills to be paid from.  Nevertheless, if you expect to make and receive a lot of calls to/from the U.S., this is most likely the cheapest telephony option. 

Voice Over Internet Protocol (VOIP):  If both you and your parents/friends have computers, you can take advantage of internet calling.   Some recent students have used Skype (www.skype.com) which is a free (!) service for international calls if used between two computers, both with Skype software.  They also have paying plans to connect from a computer to a land line or mobile phone.  (Please give us feedback if you use this service while in Munich—we don’t know much about it!)
Cell phones:  Many students purchase cell phones ("Handys") after their arrival instead of having a connection in their room which can be an easier option, but more expensive.  Cell phones which use prepaid calling cards are particularly popular since there is not the usual two-year contract for them.  Such phones cost about €65 for the phone itself, and then you put money onto your card periodically for as many minutes as you want or can afford.   However, parents and friends should be aware that transatlantic calls made to cell phones can be very expensive and they should check rates with the calling plan company (i.e. the cheapo 10-10 numbers don’t necessarily work to cell phones).

Don't buy pre-paid phone cards (like those offered at WalMart or in drugstores) in the States because they won't work in Germany.   Phone company "global" calling cards (AT&T, Sprint, MCI etc) are great for calling the U.S. from telephone kiosks because they work in almost every country, and you get right through to a U.S. English-speaking access system.  However, these can be expensive too, so be sure to check rates with your carrier and haggle for the lowest international plan they have.  

In Germany, students can buy a Telekom card in different denominations at any Post Office  or newspaper stand/store which can be used in public phone boxes as well as coins. This is really handy for the first few days before you get a phone if you don't have a U.S. calling card, or if you don't want a phone at all.  

TIP:    Parents/friends should look into discount calling companies (the 10-10-xxx services) outside the main AT&T or MCI etc. services.  Check out, for example,  101-6868, (PT-1 Communications, 1-888-660-5377, www.pt-1.com), which quotes 9¢ a minute to Germany and 16¢ to mobile phones. This is just an example and may not be available in all areas.  Rate comparisons for 10-10-xxx services are available at: www.1010phonerates.com  Remember that calls to cell phones are normally expensive and not usually included in these cheap plans.
HOW TO PHONE
Please note that Germany is six hours ahead of Eastern Standard Time, so if you call the JYM office later than 11:00 am EST (8:00 am Pacific), it will be after 5:00 pm in Munich.

To telephone the office in Munich from within the Munich area dial: 

52302636

To telephone the JYM office in Munich from within Germany, dial:

089 52302636

To call the U.S. from Germany, dial:

00+1+(area code)+number

To telephone the JYM office in Munich from the U.S. dial:

011 49 89 52302636

(011 = international code; 49 = Germany; 89 = Munich; 52302636 = JY office number)

To telephone a student’s cell phone number from the U.S., you do not use the (89) Munich area code, but rather the cell phone “area” code, e.g.

011 49 179 1957330

JYM/Munich office fax number: 

011 49 89 52302638

JYM/Munich e-mail address:  junioryear@LRZ.uni-muenchen.de
E-MAIL (see also Computers, under Baggage and Shipping): 

All students are required to have an e-mail account while in Munich since all important communications from our office are sent via e-mail. This is also an excellent way to keep in touch with your parents and indispensable when contacting your academic advisor to get courses approved.  If you are bringing a laptop computer with you, you can connect to the Internet from your room.  All rooms in the Studentenstadt are now wired for Ethernet access.  If you will not be bringing a computer with you, the University has computers available to you in their computer center.  The JYM institute also has limited computer access for students, and the facility is now set up for Wireless connections (WiFi).  There are also Internet cafes all over Munich. In most cases, you can keep your current e-mail address while in Munich (e.g.  XXXX@yahoo.com).

MONEY MATTERS

THE EURO

The current exchange rate (March 2006) for U.S. Dollars/Euro is:

US $ 1.00 = EU € .84
EU €1.00  = US $ 1.19
So, if you have $500 and want to convert it into Euro, either multiply by .84 or divide by 1.19 (€420).  It is quite likely that this exchange rate will change over the course of the next few months, so you should check this before purchasing any Euro (see below).   There is a currency converter for today’s exchange rate at: www.x-rates.com

YOUR ARRIVAL AND FIRST MONTH

Living expenses in the first month will be higher than in other months, because of the dorm room security deposit, school books and supplies, and also because some time is needed to find the most economical lifestyle.  

You will need to bring about €700 (approx. $830) with you for the first  4-6 weeks in cash and/or traveler's checks, as follows:

€200 in cash in Euro for immediate needs after arrival.  Euro can be purchased at most large banks in the U.S. by ordering them several days in advance.  It may take longer if you live in a small town.  You could also exchange some Dollars at a “Bureau de Change” kiosk at the airport after you arrive, or use an ATM machine with your debit card and PIN.

€500 in traveler's checks in either Euros  or Dollars, if you are not comfortable carrying the whole amount in cash.  (There is sometimes up to a €5 fee per check for cashing, so do not buy traveler's checks in small denominations.) You can order American Express traveler's checks online at www.americanexpress.com (cost: $10 per order).  Or order them from any bank, AAA, or credit union.

You will need €400 per month for each subsequent month (see Monthly Living Expenses below for methods of getting money to Germany).

NOTE:   Payment for the €150 security deposit is due in cash or traveller's checks the first week.  (see page 13).

MONTHLY LIVING EXPENSES

As outlined above, you will need to bring €700 with you for the first month.  For each month thereafter, you will need approximately €400.  The amount that a student will spend is an individual matter, so students will tend to adjust this amount depending on their own particular lifestyles and resources.  Extensive travel, eating in restaurants, and entertainment will add to basic expenses, so students will need to monitor the amount of money spent on these items in order not to overspend their budgets.  Please remember that €400 is not intended to cover extensive vacation travel or major purchases.  Students and parents must also bear in mind that because of the instability of the exchange rate, it is impossible to quote a firm dollar figure for the monthly living allocation.  We recommend that students be provided with the equivalent of the suggested €400 monthly, regardless of the corresponding dollar amount, which, in the course of the year, may go up or down. 

If you wish, you can bring the entire amount of your living expenses, or enough for several months, with you by bringing the first month's €700 in travellers' checks and cash (as above) and the rest (€400 per month) also in travellers' checks.  Or, you can use any of the following methods for receiving money in Munich over the course of the year.  The method you use will depend on whether you are relying on financial aid checks, or whether your parents will be sending you the monthly amount, or whether you will be drawing on your own account in the U.S.

RECEIVING MONEY IN MUNICH

There are several ways that you can receive money in Munich, detailed below. The least costly method is by ATM Debit Card (see method 1 below).  The other methods require you to open a bank account in Munich which you may find useful or necessary, depending on your circumstances.  Our office in Munich will assist students to open a bank account upon arrival if they wish. 

1)  ATM Debit Card:

For most situations, we recommend that you use ATM debit cards from your U.S. bank for receiving money from the States.  Debit cards (any of them which have the Plus or Cirrus sign on them) allow you to withdraw money directly from your stateside checking account with only minimum ATM fees, no interest, no cash advance or other fees and at a very good exchange rate.  This is useful for students who have their own Stateside checking accounts, and for parents who can deposit money into the account in the U.S. instead of sending a cashier's check to Germany.  

NOTE: Your money must be in a Checking account; you cannot withdraw funds from a Savings account.  You should be aware, however, that there are usually daily limits on the amount you can withdraw, so you should check with your issuing bank as to the daily limit for withdrawals.  

2)  a cashier’s check:

Bank account required.   A Cashier's Check in U.S. dollars (made payable to you and designated "for deposit only") for the equivalent of your €400 monthly living allocation, or an amount equivalent for several months, can be sent to you personally in care of the Junior Year Office:  

Your Name

c/o Junior Year in Munich

Richard-Wagner-Strasse 27

80333 Munich, Germany

In most cases, the Resident Director is willing to co-endorse a cashier's check which can then be credited immediately to your bank account.  By doing this, the Resident Director is accepting personal liability for the check's validity.  The bank charges approximately €15 for this service.  Without the Resident Director's endorsement, the check will take 4-6 weeks to clear, and will cost approximately €30.  

3) Wiring funds to your account:

Bank account required.  After you arrive in Munich and your bank account is open (if you decide to go that route), your parents (or anyone else) can have funds wired to your account from theirs.  This costs between $15 - $30 (depending on the bank) but the funds are available within a couple of days.  You will need to give your parents your bank account number, the Routing Number (Bankleitzahl), and the name of the bank (HypoVereinsbank)--you will have all this information after you have opened an account.

4)  Personal Checks: 

Bank account required.  If you open a bank account in Munich, personal checks in U.S. Dollars can be deposited to it. However, a check will take approximately 4-6 weeks to clear and will cost approximately €30.  Sometimes, however, this is unavoidable if you are receiving financial aid checks and cannot have them credited to your U.S. account to draw on. 

Any checks should be sent by Federal Express or regular airmail (Registered Mail is difficult to pick up--see "Mail and Phones") except during the periods when the JY office is closed and there would be no one to receive it, e.g., the 2 week Christmas break (approx: December 21 through January 9), and the Berlin trip in March.  It is possible for such mail to take 6 weeks to be returned to the U.S. Be sure to allow a minimum of one week airmail transit time.

3)  Credit Cards:

Credit cards, such as Visa, Mastercard, and American Express, may reduce your anxiety about handling sudden expenses. They are also very useful for travelling outside Germany.  As noted in the excerpt above, however, cash advances on credit cards may have fees assessed on top of the high interest rates.  Look for cards which specify "No cash advance fees."  American Express offices will cash personal checks of up to $1000 every 3-4 weeks, if you are a card member and have a passport as identification.  In general, credit cards are not as widely used in stores and restaurants in Germany as they are in the States but are accepted in all major department stores.

HEALTH INSURANCE -- MANDATORY

The German government and the Junior Year in Munich program require all students to be enrolled in the German health insurance system from the date of the group arrival.   The University of Munich will accept no other coverage.  The cost of this insurance is included in the Program Fee and the JYM arranges for your coverage ahead of your arrival.  The coverage is extensive and includes non-cosmetic dental care and non-cosmetic eye care (see TIP below).  However, since the coverage is not exactly the same as that in the U.S., and because it may take some months to be re-enrolled if you are dropped from a policy, it is not recommended that your parents remove you from their policy during your Junior Year.  You will be insured as of 13 September, 2006.   You will receive complete information on using the German health system upon your arrival in Munich.

Please note that the DAK Insurance only covers expenses within EU countries;  if you plan on travelling to non-EU countries, we urge you to get additional insurance.  This can be obtained very inexpensively and you will be given details of this in Munich.  

Students over 30 years old are not eligible for this student insurance and must purchase private insurance. Since applying for private insurance is more complicated administratively, our Munich office will assist you in obtaining it after your arrival.

MEDICINES AND PRESCRIPTION DRUGS / DOCTORS

If you take medicine on a regular basis, try to take with you enough supplies to last you for a couple of months or so.  You should ask your physician for a legible written prescription that you can take with you so that a doctor in Germany can help you identify the equivalent product.  Almost all drugs available in the U.S. have an equivalent in Germany.  Do NOT have medicines or drugs of any kind sent to you through the mail--this is a Federal offence both in the U.S. and Germany.

The JYM office in Munich maintains a list of English-speaking doctors in any speciality. Students will be given any help they may need in finding an appropriate physician.

TIP:  If you wear disposable contact lenses, take a year's supply.  The German health insurance doesn't cover contacts, and they are very expensive in Germany.

BAGGAGE  AND  SHIPPING

What to Take??

CLOTHING

The temperature in Munich can get down to around 20 - 30oF in the winter (temperature is measured in Centigrade in Europe, so familiarize yourself with it in advance).  It tends to be a "damp" cold, without the lengthy bitter cold periods that occur in the mid-West of the US.  There is some snow in the city itself and a lot in the mountains.  It rains a lot and warm winter clothing and an overcoat and raingear are essential, and particularly bike gear if you expect to buy a bicycle.  Something suitable for an occasional somewhat formal event will be useful.  German students dress much like American students, i.e. jeans etc., although sneakers are far less ubiquitous (if you care).  For women: bring shoes that you can walk effectively in—even if you take the U-Bahn, there's a lot of walking up and down steps, etc.   There is plenty of opportunity for hiking, so if you enjoy that, bring appropriate clothing and shoes/boots. 

Decide what you would like to take with you, then divide it in half—that'll be all you need! Remember that you have to bring everything back, too, and you'll most likely acquire quite a few clothing items in Germany.  It gets expensive to ship a lot of things home.

BICYCLES / SKIS / MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

Students participating in the group flight can obtain information from British Airways (see Excess Baggage below) regarding special instructions and additional costs for transporting skis, musical instruments, a bicycle, or any other bulky items. Used bicycles are easily available in Munich and can be sold again at the end of the year.  This is preferable to bringing your own which will probably cost more to transport in excess baggage fees or freight charges than buying a second-hand one in Munich.  We do encourage students to bring musical instruments and other performing equipment since there are many opportunities to join groups in the performing arts.   Also, if you rollerblade/skate, ice skate, or ski, be sure to bring these along because you'll find ample opportunity to use them (but check with the airline on fees and regulations for transporting skis).

COMPUTERS (see also Mail, Phones and E-Mail, above)

You will find a notebook computer extremely useful, and if at all possible you should consider bringing one with you.  You can take it as the one piece of carry-on luggage that you are allowed on the group flight. Ethernet connections are installed in all the Studentenstadt rooms so you can have e-mail and internet access right away.  Since the dorm rooms are hard wired for Ethernet (network) access, this means you need an Ethernet/networking card in your computer, NOT a modem card. Most recent computers have a “combo” Ethernet and modem card which is fine.   If your computer already has an Ethernet cable bring it along.

The JYM institute (offices, classrooms, lounge, and library) is now set up for wireless connections (WiFi) so you can access the internet with your laptop computer if it has a wireless card.

New or recent computers will almost certainly be compatible for use in Germany.  Be sure to take the cord with the black adapter box thing with you. The right kind of cord or plug adapter which plugs into the wall can be easily purchased at Hertie or Kaufhof in Munich.  It is probably not worth wasting your time trying to purchase such connectors ahead of time in the U.S. since it tends to confuse the computer tech folks at the manufacturer support lines, and dumbfound any retail electronics store clerk. :)  

ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES 

Electrical appliances will generally not be useful unless you take along a converter and special plug adapters.  These kits are available at department stores, or Radio Shack, for example, at approximately $30.00.  If  you wish to take such items as a hair dryer or electric razor, you should purchase one that is adaptable to 220V current.  Adapters and converters for such items are not really satisfactory for an entire year's usage, and you might consider waiting to buy these in Germany.  If you do intend to purchase a plug adapter and converter kit, you should buy it in the U.S. since the cost of such items is prohibitive in Germany. 

BAGGAGE

Note: The following baggage restrictions apply to the group flight; independent travelers should check with their airline.

Each passenger is allowed two pieces of checked baggage and one piece of carry-on baggage. The weight limit for each piece of checked baggage is 32 kg (70lbs), and the total dimensions of each piece is not to exceed 62 inches (length + width + height). Basically you can take anything that you can squeeze into two normal-sized large suitcases.  Carry-on baggage cannot exceed 55x40x20 cm (22x16x8 ins.) and must weigh less than 6kgs (13lbs).  In addition, you can carry on a purse, an umbrella, or a small camera. Some airlines are very picky about this, especially on international flights, so make sure you are within the limits.  For the most up-to-date information on baggage allowances, visit the British Airways website:  www.britishairways.com   

EXCESS BAGGAGE

Before shipping anything we suggest you also check into and compare the rates for taking excess baggage with you on your transatlantic flight, since it may be more economical to simply bring an extra suitcase and pay the excess baggage charge (approx. $100).  Any baggage exceeding the above mentioned limits or bulky items such as a bicycle or skis will be carried for a fee.    Since fees vary, please contact the airline for specific charges.

AIR FREIGHT

You can arrange for Air Freight to Munich through any convenient airline.  This method has proven cheaper than International UPS.  You will, however, have to pick up your package from the Munich airport.

PARCEL POST

You could also send a box or two of personal effects by Surface Mail Parcel Post (e.g. a box of sweaters or your roller blades).  See "Mail, Phones, E-Mail" above for details. Don't send anything before mid-August, however: if your packages arrive too early, you may be faced with considerable storage charges.  Don't send a computer or any other electronic equipment (see Mail, Phones, E-Mail, page 13).

MISCELLANEOUS    INFORMATION

JYM SCHEDULE and UNIVERSITY CALENDAR

Some minor variations in the dates below can be expected

Orientation period begins

13 September, 2006 





(Arrival of group flight )

First Semester 

(Wintersemester)


16 October, 2006 - February 10, 2007
Semester break


11 February, 2007 - April 15, 2007
Second Semester 

(Sommersemester)

16 April, 2007 - July 21, 2007
End of 2006-07 program

21 July, 2007  

Group return flight


25 July, 2007
There is a short Christmas break from December 24, 2006, through January 7, 2007.  The JYM office in Munich closes for Easter and all German national holidays.

ORIENTATION PERIOD ATTENDANCE

The five-week orientation program, which includes the intensive preparatory language classes, is an integral component of the JYM experience. Most weekends are free during Orientation, but students should not plan on travelling outside Germany because they will not have their passports for the first three weeks while their residency permits are being processed.  The JYM observes legal German holidays and classes are not held on those days. The Detroit office will e-mail the Orientation Schedule to participants as soon as it is available in late summer.

TRANSCRIPT OF GRADES

JYM transcripts are produced at the end of each semester, and an official copy showing your courses, grades and credits, is automatically sent to your home school by Wayne State's Office of the Registrar.  We will send your transcript to the address you indicate on the Transcript Form (sent with your acceptance materials).   Transcripts for the first semester are usually sent out at the beginning of April; transcripts with second semester coursework are sent out in August.
Because the U.S. system of grades and credits is largely unknown at German universities, grades for university courses can often be delayed unless the student has taken every possible step to ensure that the instructor realizes the urgency for submitting a timely grade.   Explicit instructions for obtaining a "Schein" (grade) from University instructors will be given to you in Munich.  If you do not follow these instructions, it may be months before you receive a grade for University coursework.  (German professors tend to disappear after the end of the semester and not return until mid-October when the next academic year begins.)

SAFETY ABROAD

Although Munich is statistically far safer than almost all U.S. cities, students should be aware that all large cities suffer from some degree of common crime.  In fact, because Munich "feels" so safe, you may find that you let your guard down in way that you never would back home.  With the co-operation of the local Munich police, the JYM office provides a good deal of specific information and tips on local safety during the orientation period.   Please also read the enclosed letter from the Program Director which addresses student safety while in Germany and when travelling to other countries. 
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